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that precarious position, while his guide ordered him
brusquely not to talk when he asked if he might proceed.
He then tells how they eventually reached the Dufour
Peak, and how in the stone man on the summit they left a
bottle containing a record of their having climbed it for
the first time from the Italian side. Monsignor Ratti's
comment is interesting: "The memory of such moments
speaks with unequalled eloquence to the elect, whereas
no word could suffice or even be credible to others/*
It is true they could have come home by the com-
paratively easy descent into Switzerland, but they decided
to create a double record by being the first to find a
descent into Italy, Some people say it was in many
respects more difficult than their upward climb, but their
muscles and knowledge were equal to every emergency,
and not once did any of the party slip a foot.
When they reached the wide glacier, their difficulties
seemed to be over, but the glare of the snow during those
three days' incessant climbing had so affected the sight
of their guide that they missed the path to the hotel, and
had to spend a third night in the open.
It may be imagined how many anxious telegrams regard-
ing their safety that day were passing, and there was much
relief when they reached Zermatt in the early morning*
It is interesting to see in much of this climbing that
intense Italian patriotism, which wanted to show that it
was possible to reach these heights and to come back
through Italy.
Many of the English, Austrian, German, Swiss and
Italian publications had to be studied before the climb
was possible, and Monsignor Ratti's main object was to
supply complete and accurate information for the benefit